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DEDICATION. 



TO the Rising Generation 
of British Nobility, the fol- 

• » 

lowing Work, is, with wishes 
that the perusal of it may 
prove instrumental to their 
future felicity, most respect* 
fully dedicated by 
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TRE AUTHOR. 
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PREFACE. 



FOR obtruding upoa the 
Public, a work of the nature 
of that which the following 
pages compose, might .4e^ 
mand ail explanatory pre-; 
face. Irohi the pen of tlu^t 
Author, di4 ; • he not ; 'con- •; 
ceive that his introduction 
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VIU. 



fully answers that purpose; 
. . and his only object in pre- 
fixing these few lines is to 
warn the reader, ere he en- 
ten upon the perusal of the 
first copter, fix>iA sufiPering 
his mind to be biassed m 



re^ct to the noble person^ 
age who is the subject <^ 
^lete memoirs, by any thing 

» 

contained in them* 



IX. 



- Every mortal is liable to 
err, and although it is plre-^ 
srimed that each anecdote 
laid before the reader, will 
be found to have originated 
iirom authentic sources, yet 
they possibly may be over- 
charged or have gained (aS* 
narrative of every descrip- 
tion generally does]h MBome*- 
thing in the carriage. The 
benevolent acits of his Grace 



X. 



"1." 



of Quiz, hereafter recited^ 
are, bowev^^ hj no meaos 
exaggerated, and notwith* 
StafidiBg that' his ofienoes 
agakkst morality have been 
^umy, Ite former « no small 
degree prove that the latter 
have been ra<lier the effects 
of ediicatioa, than the &ult 
Qif Nature. 



^^ Tut PiccADii^LY Am* 



t • 



BDiiATOB^is italt inteoLded for 
l&e tat oC readers in gemeral^. 
though it mxy oontxibiUie to 
their amusement : it has been 
rather pennecl fsr ^e benefit 
of those to whom it is dedi- 
cated, and is intended as a 
beacon to prevent them from - 
running upon the rock which 
has shattered a character, 
not it is to be hoped irrepa- 
rably, that might otherwise 



xii; 



have occupied a distiDguish- 
ed place in the long list of 
British Worthies* 



London, Feb. iap8. 
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AMBULATOR. 



CHAPTER .1. 

Introductidn.^^^^s Pedigree — his Edu- 
cation — becomes a Hero of the Turf 
— -^ imparting Anecdote. 



Vice and folly^ W1iaM|er shapes they 
assiimet are and invariably have been 
fit marks against which to level the 
shafts of satire, more especially wbea 

B 



2 
they appear in the garb of nobility, and 

I « 

under a hoary hedd. 



The higher the station in life of the 
sinner^ the further advanced he is in 
years, the more powerful and dan- 
gerous must foe the effects of his ex- 
ample, inasmuch as every youth who 
plunges into the ^ea of popular failings, 
may defy the efforts of such a charita- 
ble attempt to reclaim him> by ex- 
el aiming — 



^' Look yondefj behold thai man, 
upon whose head winter has so often 
shed her snows bs to blanch bis locks; 



—experience has taught him that life 
should be made the instrument of en- 
joyment, and that the cup of pleasure 
should be drained, even to the dregs. 



The general tenor of his conduct 

u 

evidently proves that remorse^ for the 

iU deeds of his younger days^ does not 

haunt his imagination^ and while vir« 

tuous mortals^ while suffering wt>rth 

groan beneath the lash of inhumanity, 

envy* and malice^ be protected by a 

bulwark of wealthy and power defies 

the frown of morality and the pen of 

criticism ; while he endeavours to fan 

• ■ 

' pae dying embers of tYioae V^Y^'OiisQfr 






fires which have so freqaentlj con- 
sumed connobisd happiness and vir« 

■ • "* - "' • 

gonial innocence ! 



Sach an exclamation , the snbstaace 
of which is daily uttered in this m^ro- 
polls, surely suffices to urge the sE^nst 
and ibe moralist to wield the weapon, 
with which their profisssicMM aifti them, 
against the dotard who is the subject «f 
these memoirs, and to hold up ta 
merited contempt and derision that man 
who would bin, emidate the youthfijtl 
libertines of the present day^andietider 
nature Amotion jretrogade. 



-V 



Yet, let it not be imagined that the 

4 

work which we have now entered upon, 
is merely intended as a vehicle for 
'>iii}iimny» or iUibefal abase; such an 
mttetioaiisfar^ very £ur from being thdt 
of the writer^ Who wishes rather to be 
considered an entertainihg biographer 
than as a mangier of characters } nhose 

* 

^d is to Idend amusement with profit^ 
io hold up a mirror to tiie rising world 
of fashion^ and to excite thoi»e whose 
curiosity may lead1;hem to peruse th^ 
following pages to avoid the follies anA 
vices whifch have rendered a noblemaik 
an object of ridicule to rtien of eveJJ^ .^ 
description, and of disgust to suchM-v' 
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can view exalted depravity through the 
telescope of morality. 



The remarks of the biographer shall 
be few^ and simple;- narrative rather 
thaa laboured comments shall form the 
principal feature of the work. : 



It is observable that^ in what point 
of view soever, the life before us is 
taken, it reflects but little honor upon 
the individual who is treated of, and 
forms a striking contrast with that of 
a lately deceased statesman; the former 
(considering the life he has led), has 
lived to an extraordinary age without 



having in any one instance wielded 
either the sword, or the still more 
powerful weapon, eloquence, in order 
to assert the rights of his countrymen ; 
and, when he returns to his mother^ 

earth, his epitaph may be couched in 

< • 

these words : — 



'' He lived^and he diedr 



The latter devoted his whole time to 
the service of. the country that gave 
him birth, contributing to her welfare , 
while he neglected his private interests, 
and; at an early age, worn out by the 
cares of state, and breathing a fervent 



prayer for the prosperity of the na^ 
tion^ which he had so successfully 
piloted through many a stormy sunk 
into the grave lamented by aD : his 
epitaph might jttstty 



** The tears ofBritmmia water thy 
honored dust^ whence sprites never-- 
fading fame f'^* .'*'■" 



We shall now endeavouir to atone for 
this pre&tory trespass upon th^ pa» 
tience of our readers, by entering 
upon fhe task which we have Imposed 
upon ourselves, and, in the perfer*^ 
inance of whieb, we trust thai it wiH 



K. 



9 

he found that scandal does not guide 
our pen. 



William Doublass^ Earl of March- 
mont^ Baron Doublass, Dtike of 
QniZy Knight of the Order of th(b 
Thistle, and the subject of these me- 
moirs, is descended from an illustrious 
Scottish family ; several of his ances- 
tors haying intermarried with the 
Uood-royal of the Caledonian kings. 



Many of his race have held high and 
honorable situations in the country, 

whence they originated, and since 

• * . ■ ■ 

their* icebidence in t^^ they have been 

b4 • 
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noticed with particular attention by our 
sovereign. 



Hence then it appears that the Duke 
of Quiz's ideas and actjons, if con- 
formable to his birth, would have been 
of the most exalted kind ; and the edu- 
cation bestowed upon him, so far from 
derogating from his hereditary advan- 
tages, was of such a nature as might, 
had it fallen to the lot of another, have 
gifted tlite literary world with a brilliant 
star, and society at large with a valua- 
ble member. 



Whilst he was yet a boy, his father. 
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th6 last Earl of Marchmont died> ia 
consequence of which event, our hero 
became Lord Marchmont^ 



Newmarket proved to be the starting- 
place whence he commenced his fa- 
shionable career ; for, having attended 

» 
. one meeting at that race-ccu-Tse, the 

most celebrated in the wjprld^ he ac- 

quired such an unconquerable taste for 

the turf, that he quickly deserted the 

sombre walls of the University, changed 

his gown for buckskins, and a coloured 

jacket, — his square cap, for a jockey^s 

bob; and, putting a small edition of 

^ Ovid's Art of Love" into oa^ pocket. 



*; 
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and the '^ Racing Calendar - into the 
other, quickly appeared within, the 
roped-ring, a knowing one, and a buck 
of the first water. 



'y- 



" He was soon a match for all the 
jqicties of the day; and, like a certain 
i)uke, lately deceased, made it a prac- 
tice never to place reliance upon any 
of those slippery gentry whose tricks 
have not unfrequently ruined green 
horns, and placed them within the 
walls of the King's Bench, or the Fleet, 
^-— ere they coukl obt^n a seat in that 
auguiii assembly; whose members have 
wisely provided fpr their own personal 



safety to the discomfiture of many an 
honest trader ! Lord M£a*chmont, there- 
fore, might in this respect^ be said to 
have acted wisely ; he depeil^l solely 
Upon his own ability and exero^fis, and 
how far he was favored by them #111 
appear from the recit^ of two me- 
morable achievements which will never 
be forgotten by the disciples of the 
whip. 



The first of these occurred in 1756> 
when his Lordship properly accoutred 
in his velvet cap> red silken jacket, 
l)uckskin breeches^ and long spurs, 
not only backed his own horse Ibr a 
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considerable siini» but actually rode 



This contest, which took place on 
the race-groand, at Newmarket, when 
the Earl had attamed his 26th year, 
was not, however, with an inferior m 
birth, accomplishments^ or understand- 
ing, for his antagonist was no other 
than a Scotch Nobleman, who was 
addicted to the same sports as himself^ 
and whose family, like his own, had 
been allied to the Kings of his native 
country. 



The trial of skill between the Achilles 



ife 
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and Hector, of horsemen, of course 
attracted the notice of the public, and, 
at an early hour, the ground exhibited 
a display of all the fashionables oi that 
period. 



The two youths appeared, on the 
course, mounted upon horses which, 
as far as regarded appearance, might 
have disputed the palm with those that 
phaeton of old, undertook to guide : the 
race' commenced, — ^and, although the 
utmost skill and jockeyship were. „ 
evinced by his opponent. Lord March- 
mont was the victor ; to him was given 
the meed of fame, and no conqueror at 






# 



181 ' 

the o^mptic games, ever received 

greater plaudits ; the' gentlemen d6«- 

>^tiominated him a first rate blood, and 

' the ladies declared, he was a charmins: 

fellow. 



This performance gave rise to the 
character of squire groom, which that 
ii^xc^ent dramatist, ^ Macklin, had 
worked up so admirably in his little 
comedy of " Love?<^la-Mode ;" and 
which, to this day, in the hands of 
Lewis continues, to be a fund of amuse- 
ment to the frequenters of the theatre, 
and the truest picture of a turf-hero 
l&at has hitherto been drawn. 



■ 



CHAPTER II. 



Another Anecdote^ not very dissimiUtr 
to the foreg0ing.^^[s eourage. — A 
GdnHrtg Anecdote. 



THE other . cooteEft^ to which W0 
have alluded, was with an Iri3h gentle* 
man, usually known by the appellatioa 
of Count O'Taaffe, much celebrated 
about the end of the last century for 
his bets and odditie3. 



/■ 
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In consequence of a conversation, at 
sporting meeting, relative to running 

against time, it was suggested by the 

Earl of Marchmont that it was possible 

for a carriage to be drawn with a de- 

.4 

gree of celerity, till then unexampled, 
and in fact at that time almost incre- 
dible. 



Being desired to name his maximum, 

he undertook, provided he were allowed 
the choice of his ground, and a certain 

time for training, to draw a machine. 
With four wheels, not less than nine- 
teen miles within the space of sixty 
minutes. 



^i' 



19 

As it had already been discovered 
that a race horse might be urged to 
such a degree of speed as to run over a 
mile in a minute^ this^ which allowed 
about three to a carriage, did not ap- 
pear so surprising to the knowing ones, 
for a short space of time, but the con- 
tinuance of such rapid motion, during 
a whole hour, staggered their belief^ 
and many of them were completely 
outwitted. 



As much depended upon the light- 
ness of the machine, application was 
made to an ingenious coach-maker, 
(Wright) in Long^Acre^ who exhausted 



90 

all the resources of his art to dimi&ish 
the weight and friction as much as pos- 
sible^ and silk is said to have been re- 
curred to, instead of leather, in the 
€9nstmetion of the harness. 



It then became necessary to select 
:.)^v four blood horses, and what wba^ 
jnore difficult, to procure two hofieH 
grooms, (Errat and another we believe^ 
the former was the buckle of his day) 
of small weight, and approved skill, to 
manage them. 



The course, Ht Newmarket, having 
been pitdfaed upon for the trials a mil* 
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IKi^^ marked out there, and although, 
(to the etemsd hoaor of Lord March- ^ 
mont'£l hui^anity, -be it related) several 
horses were killed, in training s yet, it 
soon became evident that the project 
was feasible. 



On the arrival of the appointed day 
(August 99th, 17^)> which was to de- 
cide bets, to the amount of several 
thousand pounds, the noble < and the 
i^inoble gamesters repaired to the spot' 

^xiSS upon 4 the . jockie:^ mounted s 
th)S!> . carriage, constructed partly of 
wood Laa4' partly: o£ whalebone, wac^ 

. ijut jqi YnotioD, and rushing o* witlL ^ 
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velocity almost rivalling the progress 
of sound, darted within the appointed 
time to the goall 



As it may naturally be supposed > 
this feat added a new wreath to our 
hero's Newmarket laurels, which, as 
well as the lini?^ of his purse, were 
considerably ciugmented by many suc- 
ceeding Contests of the sporting kind, 
particulars Whereof we would willingly 
relate, did we think they could afford 
arty amusement to our readejrs, or fur* 
ther the elucidation of that charac- 

r 

ter which at present occupies our 
«ttentioii. 



23 

Before, however, we cease to regard 
Lord Marchmont as a jockey, it may 
not be deemed improper to relate a cir- 
cumstance, which places his lordship's 
honesty and courage in a very conspi- 
cuous point of view. 



Shortly after the carriage achieve- 
ment, ' already made mention of, his 
Lordship engaged to run a famous bay 
colt, which more than once had won 
the day for him, against the celebrated 
horse (Potatoes), the property of a titled 
Hibefnian. 



,f . 



The weight of the jockey ^Vsxi x^^ 
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tile fonner being very inferior to that 
of him who managed the latter, he, of 
course, was loaded in the usual way, 
9nd, not in a very unusual way^ before 
the first heat bad been accomplished, 
the wpights were thrown away, picked 
up by a confederate of the honest rider, 
and slipped into his jacket, previously 
to his being put into' the scales. 



All this was not, howeverj^ perfoimed 

with sjach dexterity as to evade the 

scrutinizing eye qf the owner of Po- 

tatoes^ Who, seizing his lordship's 

J|Ockey (he proving to be the victor), 

4 , 

threatened to apply hi« hora^whip to 



i 



2* 



bis shoulders, nnless he acknowledged 
^ whose instigation the deceit had been 
practised. 

The upright jockeyi after some he- 
« 

citation, ''cast the vile reproach'^ 
upon his master^ who, being taxed 
with the fact, answered in such a man- 
ner as trended to irritate the fiery 
di^osTtion of the Hibernian. , 

• ■ ■ • 

When we inform our readerSi that 
'this fiery gentleman was no other than 
the celebrated ^re-eater, or duellist, 
who flourished about half a century 

C 
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ago, and of whom it is related, that, 
hiCVing thrown an impertinent waiter 
out of the window of an hotel, he 
• briefly^ and with the utmost sangfroid, 
replied to the remonstrances of the 
landlord, by saying, " Charge the fel- 
low m the bill r 



, When we say, this was the person 
whom his lordship insulted, we need 

hardly add, that he honourably resent- 

*■ " 

*cd' the affront, or, in other wdrds, sent 

'!Lord Marchmont aTery polite, though 

'laconic note, couehed in the following 

terms:— - 



if*^ 
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" MY LORD^ 

" I shall be happy to meet you by 
five o'clock to-morrow mornings at 

, andif your lordship will have 

the goodness to bring a friend^ a sur- 
' geon, and a case of pistolsj with you» 
I doubt not but our little misunder* 
standing will be settled in less Aaa five 
minutes. 

'^ I have the honour to be> &c. 



In reply to this billet nmie, as his 
lordship considered it, an equally pdite 

ca 



■ - t 
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epistle was returned, accepting of the 
invitation contained in the former. 



Accordingly, at the appointed time,^ 

Lord M-^ — , accompanied and ac- 

coutred as his friend had directed, ap- 
peared on the ground, where he was 
shortly afterwards joined by the gentle- 
man who had so kindly invited him 
thither 3 but how great was his asto- 
nishment, on perceiving a man ap* 

» 

proach with a large black coffin upon 
bis shoulders, which, having carefully 

* 

laid down, his lordship perceived that 

* ■ • 

it bore a plate, whepeon was inscribed. 
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^' Earl of Marchinont, who departed 
-Jhis life on the — — day of — — - — , 
17^." 



The date was that of the very day 
upon which the meeting took place, 
and on Lord Marchmont's expressing^ 
in tremulous accents, his surprise at 
such a proceeding on the part of bif 
opponent, the latter replied — *' Whjf^ 
my dear fellow, you are, of course^ 
aware that I never miss my man ^ and. 
as I find myself in expellent trim for 
sport this, morning, I have not .a .shar 
dow of doubt upon my mjJtxd, but thif 



« 

r 
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oaken great coat (pointing to the cof"- 
fin) wiH shortly be better calculate^^ 
foryou than your present dress/' 



Such an effect bad these words ;apon 

hii^ lordships together with the sight of 

ft 

the coffin, that, dropping upon his 
knees, he mstde a most abject ap6iogy 
for his past ttffsc^ohduct Of this sub- 
loftissioh the eccefhtric Irishthdh readily 
accepted; but th6 effect of iM fck- 
cbntre did not end hefe, for it is a well 

■ 

known fact, that Lord Mafcbmont 
ever afterwards so strongly bore in 
iriiftd' the recollection of it, as never to 
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reseht any insult, however gross, that. 

/^as offered to him. In part proof of 

the truth of this assertion, we shall lay 

before our readers aitother anecdoteji 

/ 

in some respects- analogous to ihe fore^ 
going. 



A few months subsequent to our 
hero's attaining the title of Duke of 
Quiz, he happened to be one evaiing 
at the celebrated gaming-house in St« 
JamesVstreet, then kopk by Renny. 



Jnother Hibernian, jknown by the 
appellatioa of Suwge Roche^ engaged 



- # .- \ 
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with his grace ; and in the course of 
play, a dispute having arisen relative 

to the cast of the die, Q rather 

peremptorily contradicted his compa^ 
nion, who, without much ceremony, 

deliberately laid hold of the unfortu- 

* 
nate nobleman's ears, and elevating ^ 

him above his head, exhibited him to 

the gaze of a crowded room, at the 

isame moment exclaiming with all the 

marrow of the brogue—** You see^ 

gentlemen, how I treat this contemp* 

tible little cock-sparrow. As a man he 

is too much beneath me, or 1 would 

treat him like a gentieman !'' 



K. 



39 " 

.Degrading as was this agront^ the 
poor duke never sought any atonement 

ft 

for it; but, probably, calling to mind 
the coffin^vehture, wisely determined 
to buiy his resentment. 



* 



It n^ay not be mal d propos to mea- 
tion in this place, that Salvage Roche^ 
one of the most noted gamblers of faii| 
time, ^obtained the said title in conse* 
quence of a gaming trick, commonly 
denominated cogging the die. This is 
practised by placing a false die between 
the joints of the little finger^ and dex* 

C5 
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teroiuily concelding 'it from the view 
of the other players. The sharper 
then bets upon a certain throw, shakes 
the box, makes a feint of casting ; but 
instead of throwing the die contained 
in the box, he retains it, and only lets 
the concealed die slip firom his finger, 
baring previously so fixed it, that it 
will exhibit snch a number as he haa 
wagered upon. ^ 



A certain general, who had much 
distingiusbed himself im the cause of 
his country, having sat down to hazard 



1 
t . 
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with Roche, attempted to practise this 

« 

deceit, the latter, however, perceived 
his antagonist's intention, and seizing 
a fork which lay near liim, at the mo- 
Hient when the gallant soldier pretend- 
ed to throw, stuck his hand to the table 
with the aforesaid instrument, at th^ 
4ame time coolly observing — ** By 
J 3 3 i gemernl, I may be wix>ng s-r-5 
if I am^ I will pat)?ntly undergo any 
punishment you vMy thiok proper to 
inflict.'' 



Hoche, howet^r, wais not wrong. 
The cheat was discovered 3 the |fmeral 



•1 
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was dubbed a black-leg ; and Roche 
(very jivstly) a savage. 



- By what we have said relative to the 
courage of the subject of these me-> 
moirs, we would not have it considered 
that we countenance duelling ; on the 
contrary, we abhor the practice, and 
are firmly of opinion, that that noble- 
man who endeavours to arrest the pro- 
gress of so great an evil, acts in a man* 
ner more truly great than, the gladia- 
tor, who, upon all occasions, seeks to 
risk his own life, and the lives of his 
compatriots. 



3*. 
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' But it was evident that cowaj:dioe9 , 
more than a sense of the greatness of 
the crime^ swayed Uie conduct of the \ 
noblemannn question, in both instances; 
and therefore it was that we exposed 
him to that ridicule of which he is so 
veiy deserving. 



From what we have already related, 
it is almost needless to add, that gaming 
was, and in fact is^ among the num- 
ber of Quiz's vices 3 but the iU^ conse- 
quences whicjli nught otfaerwjse resvit 
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from his indulgence in the baneful plea- 
sures of the hazard-table, are counter* 
acted by the mode of playing whieh, 
even in his minority, he adopted, arid 
has since practised^ that is to say, 
he puts fifty pounds, and no more^ into 
his pocket, — proceeds to St. James's* 
street, — andi if Fortune frown upon 
him, loses to the ektent ' of that sum 
^piy: if she smile, ^ he pockets his 
gsdns^ but however great they maybe, 

hie invariably pursues the fifty pounds' , 
pfatti, which iie has found to answ^ 



)rti -A : 



39 



his purpose so well, that it is said. 



Messrs. C 



and Co. his bankers. 



attribute nearly as many of his grace's 
lodgements to the score of hazard, as 
that of rents^ &c. 
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CHAPTER III. 



S — ds a ManofGallantinf. — The 

m 

t 

Story of Stetta. 



ALTHOUGH a propensity for the 
amusements of the turf, and the equally 
dangerous ones of the gaming table^ 
was a prominent feature in the charac- 
ter of our Kero, yet he even sacrificed 
more profusely to Venjis than to Olym- 
pius and Fortuna. 



4 ' 
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Without fatiguing or disgusting; our 

I 

« 

readers, by reciting particulars of 
King-s-place midnight orgies, at tbe 
cdebration of whioh> Qr-» — , in bis 
early days, mot nnfrequently assisted^ 

we shall prqpeeii^ to relate the circum- 

f - • 

stances of those private amours .'of his^ 
which hidierto have not been made 
public, and which, in some respects, 
are unexampled in the arinalsc of gal- 
lantry. 



The first female that fell a victim to 
the amorous desires of Earl March- 
mont» or at least the first, relative to 
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whom we have been enstbled to .gain 
any authentic informationy was the 
daughter of a city merchant, a lovely 
pA, whom we shall denominate Stella.^ 
Her mother had been snatched from' 
the carei^ of this life at an early age, 
aind, in facty before Strila had attained 
her second year. Her father, who 
loved his deceased partner with the 
ifi^t tmqualified affection, experienced 
so much grief from the loss he had 
sustained in her, that he found him- 
ndif unable to turn his attention to bu^ 
sioess. 



* . .f 
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^ The ednseqiieQce wa9, that he be^ 
came deranged^ his credit was irre^ 
tiieyably gcme; and, after straggtiuj^ 
against misfoiftttnes for a considerabie 
period^ he died of a broken heart, 
leaving Stella, at the tender age of 
twelve years, a dependant on the 
bounty of a i^elation, who, like him- 
self, was a ston of commerce. 



^ This person, to whom we shaB give 
th6 li^me 6f Wflkrns, was m easy dt*- 
cumstances, and having no other claim- 
ant on his bounty than Stella, he might, 
had not Nature given him the heart of 
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a trader^ Iatc provided for ker in a 

manner wliicfa would bore rmdered 

hfr bappj dariog ber Mt^ and i^ofaa- 

My Iwfe averted the erilsr with w!ikh 
ihe waaafterwanb overwhelmed. 



Avarice, bowever> had asarped its 
hateful empire over fab dHapoBtkui^ and 
incited him to place Stella^ whai she 
bad not been more than two years on- 
der im pcotecfioo, in the shaj^ of a 
dreu^maker^ at the wesrt. end of the 
town. 



Whethtt he were aware of the daiv 
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gers to which such a situation exposed 
her, we wilt not pretend to detemune ; 
but if iiis imprudence, or more pro* 

bably his indi^erence, exposed her to 

« 

the attacks of libertinism. Providence 
had armed her with a sense of virtue, 

and female dignity, which proved a 
bulwark against the sighs, the smiles, 
and the splendid offers of those who, 
to the disgrace of the characters which 
they are bound to support, consider 
every unprotected daughter of Eve^as 
fair game. 



"StdHa had attained her sixteenth 
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year, when an event took plac^ which 
promised fair to form the basis of her 
future felicity. 



• A young counsellor (who now, by 
the bye, is a gra\e dispenser of justice) 
had cast the eyes of desire upon our 
ofphan, whom he had frequently seen 
passing and repassing the windows of 
the apartments which he occupied in 
Bruton-street, BondnBtreet 



"That tne grave son of Lycurgus 
should entertain sentiments of a tender 
kind in regard to Stella, will not per- 
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baps appear surprising, from the fol- 
lowing attempt at a delineation of ,h€fr 
personal beauties. 



She was above the middle size. Her 
shape was as near perfection as pos- 
sible. Her air possessed something ce* 
festial, which, at the same time that it 
fi^uscinated the beholder, inspired him 
with sentiments of profound respect. 
Her countenance was the most lovely 
that ima^hationxim depict. Her com- 
plexion was delicate : in it neither tbe 
lily nor the rose too much predomi- 
nated : it resembled the happy combi- 
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aation which skilful pointers of the old ' 
school so well knew how to bestow 
upon the yisagei of a Madona. Her 
eyes were large, black, and brilliant. 
Her nose united the beauties of the 
Grecian and the Roman schools ; nei- , 
ther es;hibiting the too deKcate outline 
ot the otie, nor the harshness of that 
of the other. ^Her mouth was small : 
the hue of her lips vied with that of a 
ripe tempting cherry ; and when open- 
ed, disclosed two rows of pearls, for no 
other comparison can we find suffici- 
ently forcible to convey our idea of the 

fineness of her teeth. Her locks were 

■I-*- ■ - * 
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jetty, and elegantly twined around the 
&ce, to which each ringlet seemed 
emubus of adding a pre-eminent grace. 
Her chin — ~r-, but were we to expa- 
tiate upon the perfections of Stella's 
features and figure, our limits would 
be exceeded in the accomplishments oC 
the design. 



/•. 



In brief then — 



'' GfAce was in all her steps. Heaven in her eye/' 



legal friend thought as much, 
and transported beyond the bounds of 

D 
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prudfence, to which he had ever before 
confined himself, determined upon pos- 
sessing her either by fair or foul meaiis. 
His first attempt was of the gentle 
kind. 



Finding no great difficulty in ob- 
taining an interview with the object 
of his wishes, through the medium of 
her employer, he ventured to niake a 
proposition (accompanying it with a 
large pecuniary offer, and promises in 
abundance), which shocked the sensi- 
tive feelings of Stella to such a degree^i 
that, in a tone of anger seldom aamokr 



ed by her, she ordered him to quit the 
room, into which he had been intro? * 
duced under pretence of his having 
some business to transact with the lady 
of the house. 



% 



>-^' 

*:-.'' 



It is almost needless to observe, that 
the latter, the amiable fashioner of the 
fair sex's habiliments, had sold the vir- 
tue of the innocent creature, whom, 
first, as a female, and next, as being 
under her roof, she was bound to 
protect. 

We say, it i^ unnecessstry to state 

D i 
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this circumstance, for most of our 

f 

r6^ers are, doubtless, by no means 
ignorant of the fact, that the generality 
o^ Lohdoii dress-makers * pursue ano- 
ther occupation, as well as tlieir osten- 
sible one, namely, that of procuresses s 
for not only the unfortunate girls who 
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* Vsom the extent of this censure, we must 
exclude Miss A— —9 and her no less amiable 

partner. Miss M ; the reputability of whose 

house has ever been maintained by the strictest 
propriety on the part of the principals, a^ well 
as the serrants, who "Compose it. 
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enlist in their service, fall a prey to the 
eupidity and depravity of their emr 
plpyera, but many ladies of the haujt 
toity by converting their shops into 
pkraes of ftsstgnatton, bring ruin upon 
themselves, and disgrace upon their 
partners, progeny, and families, in 
gen^ral^ 



Mw»y ip?t9fi|pes, JQ Qorrpbor^tion of 
this ineoBtFovefftible truth, migh| be 

* • "I 

adduced. Thus, Lady E- -? fir* 

formed an intimacy with Mr. F-* — 
at a shop of this kind, in Albemarle- 

■ * 

street; Lady W— m — th originally 
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broke through the nuptial vows in a 
milliner's back parlour ; Mrs. H— ,* 



who was united to my Lord L- 



% 



* Ab the last affiur by which this dippery lady 
has debased herself, is not generally known, it 
may not be uninteresting to our readers to learn, 

that Lord L canght her in Uie iajd of writing 

a letter to her new flame, ^ich began thus— - 
*' My ever dearest, dear M — t — ws:^ and the 
consequence of the discovery was, that his lord« 
ship (who, as a. man of delicacy, never should 
have married her) sent her into Nottinghamshire, 
where she now has full leisure, and sufficient op* 
portunity, to gratify her criminal propensities. {: ^ 

/ t ♦ • ■^'■■■ 
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subsequent to her first faux pas, aiifl 
has since deserted his arms to revel in 

those of Colt)nel M , was, on both 

occasions, assisted and counselled by 
a 'Celebrated marchande des modes. 



In short, the blonde family may 
justly be said to have been at the bot- 
tom of the greater part of the fashion- 
able slips which have occurred within 
the last century; and we sincerely 
hope, that some or other of those sim- 
pering imposing wretches may $oOn be 
brought to public justice. 



■ ■ w 
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To continiie our narratire.-^The 
Goonsellor was so stricken by the force 
of. Stella's yirtoe^ and the contempt 
which she evinced for his splendid of* 
fers^ that he quickly made fa^ cor^i, 
and retired in the utmost confusion. 



As he withdrew^ he encountered the 
amiable milliner, to whom he recounted 
the ill success with whidi his suit had 
beenqdet 



■ I 



Thislady^ who wai^ an adept in af- 
fairs of the nature of that in lioestion^ 
;^*;l^4aughed at the simpleton as she thought 
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fit to denominate her visitor, asmring 
him, that he had only experieeced the 
same treatment as every minx bestow- 
ed upon a gallant in the first interview ; 
adding, that if he (the counsellor) would 
consent to give her a good round sum, 
she Wdiild enable Irim to fulfil his de« 
signfs in regard <o Stella, in a shorter ^ 
space of time than it woiild take her 
to trim a birlfh-day suit: 



The eonns^or having, probably, 
upon that day fleeced several clients^ 
pour^ Ins golden fpoils into the lap cf 
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the harpy, who immecUatijly laid open 
to him a scheme seemingly well calcu- 
lated to insure the accomplishment of 
his desi^s. . ; . . 



Having dismissed him with a cargo 
of hope, the virtuous lady proceeded 
to the convenient psurlour in which 
Stella had been left, whom she found 
bathed in tears, and to whose com«- 
plaints having listened with an appa- 
rently sympathetic attention> she as- 
sured her, that the person who had so 

grossly misconducted hiniself, and dared 

... - ^ 
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to sully the fair fame of her house, 
should never agaia darken her door. 



Stella^ artless as she was lovely, cre- 
dited the assertions of the subtle wo- 
man^ and determining to forget the in- 
sult she had received retired to a cham- 
ber in the dress-maker's mansion (which 
since her first residence there, had been 
appropriated to her use), enjoying that 
traquillity of mind that conscious rec- 
titude seldom fails to generate. 



. She had been nearly an hour in bed> 
and was sunk in profound repose, when 
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a loud crash m her room awoke and 
caused her to utter an exclamation of 
fear land surprise : but how were those 
sensations increased^ on her being 
rudely clasped in the arms of a person, 
whom, from a few words, which he 
Ifttered, she discovered to be the very 
6ne by whom she had been insulted 
in the parlour. 



Had he not, in his attempt to reach 

her bed, throw down a toiIet-4ablei it 
■ 

js probable that her ruin would have 
been completed ere she could be con- 
4seious of her danger. 3 but, indeed. 
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as it wa3> she did not seem to be in a 
much safer condition. 



The intruder^ at that time^ possessed 
as much strength of arm^ as he at pre- 
sent does of judgment ond eloquence^ 
and her screams ' alone were the onlj 
weapons with which she was in any 
wise able to repel his vigorous attempts 
at attaining his ends. 



These, however, prov.ed sufficient 
for her purpose; not that the inhabi- 
tants cf the house of in^imjr attended 
to them, but, fortunately, a bold sm 
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of Neptune, a lieutenant of a man of 
war, who was passing the house at the 
-time, heard the piercing cries of dis- 
tress, and knocked so violently at the 
door, that he not only scared the amo- 
rous lawyer from his pyrpose> but, by 
a continuation of his loud knocks^ 
obliged the beldam of the mansion to 
open her door, in order to avoid the 
exposition which she so richly merited. . 



On gaining admission, he seized the 
lanthom of a watchman, whom the 
poise had brought to the spot, and rush- 
ing up stairs, soon gained tjb)e chamber 
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of Stella, who, regardless of her al- 
most state of nudity, ran towards him, 
aiid begged of him to save her from 
further violence. 



Whilst all thi3 was passing, the un- 
happy . counsellor^ to whose pleadings 
the lovely orphan bad lent so uiiwiUiag 
an ear, contrived to conceal .himself 
for some time under the bed ; but this 
subterfuge was of little avsdl, for our 
naval friend having satisfied Stella that 
he would protect her, waited not for a 
habeas corpus^ or any other order of 
court, but dragged the half"<dead lawyer 






64 



from his hiding place^ who appeared 
pale, trembling, and covered with dust 
aftd feathers, before a room-fuU of 
watchmen, domestics, &c. 



To the custody of one of the former 
he was delivered j and borne to the 
watdi-house, amid the sco^ and coarse 
jok€«5 of his guards. * 



In the mean time, Stella had retired 
to an adjoining room» and dressed her- 
i»elf as Expeditiously 4MB het agitation 
would permit: she then came fortii^ 
Mkd joined her champion^ who was^ at 
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the moEKienty engaged ia ioquriug to 
whom the house belonged^ 



Upon learning the name oi the fair 
tenant he uttered an exclamation of 
surprise and anger^ adding in address* 
ing the agitated dress-maker^ who 
stood tr^nihiing before him — 



" Yeg, yes, Madam, I hais^ fi«* 
quently heard mention niade of yonf 
name amongst our officers ; I am avmre 
of the means by which you principal^ 
gain a livelihood, and therefore I shall 
take the liberty of putting this inno- 
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cent young female (with her permis- 
sion) beyond your reach J 



» 



In this intention of his, Stella seemed 
inclined to concur, and accordingly, 
the naval officer, with all the warmth, 
and tt^i-ceremoniousness of his pro- 
fession, drew her arm within his own,, 
and taking not the most complimentary 
leave of the nearly petrified milliner, 
conveyed his charge to the residence o£ 
liis mother, situated in the . neighbour- 
hood of Hanover Square. 



The mother of Lieatedatf tB— -^ was^ 
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one of those persons who do not rea- 
dily attach credit to romantic advai- 
lures ; she nevertheless, at the solici* 
tation of her son, permitted Stella to 
occupy an apartment in her house tiU 
the following morning, when her cham- 
piop conducted her to the residence 
of her-relation, Mr. Wilkins, c^ whom 
we have heretofore spoken, a*^ to 
whom the whole of the affair -wbich 
had. taken place, on the preceding 
hig^t was related. 

The tradesman said, he was sbrry 
Stella had been thrown out of employ* 
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meat, and was proceeding to make 
8mpe observations of a similar kind^ 

when Lieutenant B interrupting 

him, declared in the true blunt style of 
a ffjBilor, that if Stella had no sort of 
objection he would, by an union with 
her, render her independent oi the 
world, and free her from the gripe <^ 
tiiose sharks, in human shape, with 
which it abounded. 



' What could the poor orphan do f 
obliged to fly the situation in which 
she had vainly hoped to earn an hoaest 
livelihood.' ^•■/• 



%^ 



Coldly received by the only relative 
that remained to her, and prompted by 
gratitude as well as inclination to agree 
to the Lieutenant's proposal, she readily 
ccMisented to contribute to his happi*- 
ness; and, being further pressed, named 
a day for the fulfilment of her pro- 
mise. 



I 

* 



When we say that Stella's inclina- 
tions favoured t^ wishes of Lieutenant 
B— — , it will naturally, and imked' 
justly, be imagined that; the latter 
possessed a very preposiKssing ajp- 
peattuice \ the fact wa6> that openness 
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and candour seemed to hold their reign 
in the countenance of the youthful 
hero (he was not above 25)^ and endued 
him with a species of attraction which 
all the studied acts of our petits maitres 
have not been sufficient to procure for 
them. 



As some of our readers may be de- 
sirous of knowing what became of the 
idisappointed counsellor, we shall satisfy 
their curiosity by informing them thats 
by means of " that reason" which " is 
always prevailing/' he obtained his 
emancipation from ^^ durance vit^^ 
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and determining never again to take 
such a harsh mode of proceeding, in 
order to gain his cause in the court of 
the Cy therean Goddess, turned his at- 
tention to Coke upon Ljttleton, and 
we are happy to say that he has not 
only made a rapid progress in the ser- 
pentine path of the law, but can, and 
frequently ^oes, expatiate in a very 
eloquent and grave style upon the 
heniousness of the crime of seduc- 
tion, &c.* 



^ It was rather an awkward allusion of a 
certain learned Serjeant^ vfho, upon a crim* con* 
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As to our Lieutenant, jay was the 
only inikiate of his bosom, and with 
the most anxious impatience he looked 
forward to that day which was fixed 
upon for the consummation of his 
bliss. 



But alas! mortal hopes, like an 
April's sun, are often overcast by the 
sable clouds of disappointment ; and in 
the present instance we are grieved to 



tune ago, iqipealed to this judge's ex- 
<rf a delicate natore. 
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state, thitt the remark -vras fully veri- 
fied. 



Lord Marchmont who was some- 
times induced to visit the city, un« 
luckily for the parties concerned, 
honored that part of the metropolis 
with his presence, a few days . antece- 
dent to that upon which it was intend- 
ed .the nuptials of B and Stella 
should take place. 



Mr. Wilkins was his lordship's wine- 
nierchant^ and whether the latter 
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wished to augment his Baochan^an 
store^ or for what reason we know not, 
biif (in the civic phrase ),>ie condescend* 
ed to look in upon his tradesman, and 
as ill luck would have it, chanced to 
meet with Stella. 



The charms of the beauteous orphan, 

of course, had an instantaneous effect 

» 
upon the anaorous Earl, who psud her 

many flaming compliments, and passed 

numerous eulogiums upon the lovdi- 

Bess of her perscm. 

» 

Stella was disgusted with what she 
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considered both fulsome and imperti-^ 
nent^ and took an early opportunity of 
, quitting his lordship's presence. 

The vanity of the nobleman was as 
much nettled, by the indifference with 
which Stella had regard^ him, and 
th^ coldness of her replies . to his com« 
]dimfiftary sallies, as he was charmed 
with the rare perfections of her form 
and&ce. 



From the insight . of his lordship's 
mind^ which we have already endea* 

£ 2 
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voured to give our readers ; they will 
not be surprised to learn, that, a 
tolerably handsome person, which re- 
port assigns to I^rd Marchmont, at 
the period in question, and of which 
he was always particularly careful, 
together with that flippancy of dia- 
logue, and happy knack oi sa jjjig a 
great deal of nothiii|^, that almost 
every courtier possesses, formed the 
basis of the Vanity just mentioned ; 
and induced our hero to imagine him- 
self an Alexander the Great, in re- 
spect* to the female world. 
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Determined, a» fully, on becoming 

* 

possessor of Stella, as the limb of the 

law before had been, 'he stifled the 

resentment which her* conduct occa- 

sioned him to feel, and launched forth 

innumerable praises in regard to her, 

before , Mr. Wilkins, who declared 

hia;i3dif very proud of the honour 

* '■ ■ ' . » 

which his lordship did his relation, 

by deigning to notice hep. 

Iu*sh6rt, the primitive object of the 
Earl's visit, to the wine merchant, was 
totally forgotten, and Stella became 
the sole theme of conversation. 



■i 



78 . ..^ 

lx>rd M«M'chnooiit, to^ hi^ utfiuite' 
cfiagnoy now learned the sb|le id 
Hairs' between her wd lieutenrnt 
B — ^5 but resolyiDg to obtain what 
he so much jdesired, he took leave ci 
Mr* Willdns, and immediately, in cgdp 
junction with a confidant, who\had for 
some time been the minister^ of his 

■ 

pleasures, began to form plans for the 
execution of his honorable design. 

It may not here be needless to re- 
mark, that M. de F — ^r-^- — ^ the confi- 
dant alluded to was, as his name im^ 
plies, a native of that natiopTin which 
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;e may be said to hold her hea^^^ 
^uat^rs ; in plain English, he was a 
Frenchibafli who had assisted many a 
noble^nd honourable minor in getting 
through his yearly stipend, under pre- 
tence of contributing to his happi-* 
ness, by procuring for him the finest 
girls, whether of the frail sisterhood^ 
or that part of the community deno- 
minated virtuous females; and it was 
acknowledged by ijl who had em- 
ployed him, that he was the most .in- 
genious scoundrel the continent ever 
produced. 
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. Lord Marchmont having made knoi^Ar^ 
his wishes to this clever fellow^ de- 
manded his opinion on the subject 



The artful Frenchman declared that 
the execution of the affair would be 
attended with some difficulty and ex- 
pence ; *fout that conscious (^ his lord- 
ship's liberal disposition, he would venp 
ture to promise that he should arrive 
au fait de tout ce gu^ilpouvoit desirer. 

This promise at first, however, ap- 
peared likely to be mbre rash than ve- 
ritable. Monsieur's plan was, to lay 
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m wait in the neiglRurhood of Wil- 
kins' house, and on the appearance of 
Stella, to carry her off forcibly; but 
the innocent prey for which he thus 
watched, not having given him an op- 
portunity to effectuate his intention, 
another, and unfortunately a too sue- 
cessful scheme was quickly planned,, 
and time being precious, as quickly \ 
ex;ecuted. 



•M, de F having thought proper 

to reconnoitre Mr. Wilkips' premises 
one morning, before the family was 
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stirring, observed a naval officer pacing 
to and fro before the house, and to 
whom, as soon as the parlour windows 
were unclosed, admittance was given. 



This officer was no other than Lieu- 
tenant B , whoy at an early hour 

every morning, thus exhibited proof 
. of Hm a^ifection fi^r.his mistress, by pa- 
tiently awaiting for an Hour, or morie, 
her levee. i 



The circamstance, of cours<^, was 
related to Lord Marcfamont, and he, 
as well as the Fr^ichman, concluding 
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that the naval officer was the lover of 
Stella, the ingenious agent took his 
station^ at a similar hour, on the sue* 
ceecling morning, near Wilkins' house, 
and observing the same scene to be 
repeated as on the foregoing one> be 
contrived to become acquainted with 
the wine merchant's maid*servant, and 
having bought her over to his interests^ - 
on the morning previously to ^e ap* 
pointed bridal day, accomplished what 
bad for 3ome time kept his inventive 
£BM:ultiie^ upon the rack. 



Lord Marchmont, by the direction 
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of hb able minister, on the very day 
that the latter had made his second ob- 
serration, rode into the city, unaccom- 
panied even by a domestic, and re- 
pair^ to the residence of Wilkins, to 
whom he pretended, that, whilst in his 
neijghbourhood, he had been attacked 
by a fit of the cramfi^ and hobbUng 
into his parlour, begged that he would 
permit him to remain for some time 
under his roof. 



'9 ^. 



Wilkins assured his lordship that he 
could not express the pleasure he felt 
in being able to accommodate his /br^f- 



i 
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ship y adding, that he hoped his ||m^- 
ship would not consider that he took a 
liberty in begging of his lordship to 
sojourn there during that night. 



. This was exactly what the earl aimed 
at; he, therefore, after apologising for 
the trouble he gave, accepted of the 
hospitable invitation, and ininiediately 
dispatched a messenger, with a note 
for Mr. de F '■■ ■ , which he told Mr. 
Wilkins, was merely intended to pre- 
vent the servants from being alarmed 
by his unusual absence from home; 
but which> in fact^ contained instruct 
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tions-to the Frenchman^ relative to the 

V 

furtherance of their joint scheme. 



It is ahttost unnecessary to observe^ 
that, during the evening, ^is lordship's 
.attentions to Stella were very parti- 
cular^ insomuch th^ the 'lieutenanl^ 
who was almost an inmate of the . 
liousCy did not appear half pleased \ 
s for, in^ the course of conversation, he 
fired two or three words, expressive of 
his feelings, at the noblemaQ> and hoist-^ 
ed a few signals of dissatis&ction* 



As aaoii as he had taken his leafe> 
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and quitted the wine merchant's house. 
Lord Marchmont began to ridicule the 
manners of the sea monster, as he 
thought proper to term' the lieutenant ; 
while Stella, who, every day since their 
first acquaintance, experienced an in- 
crease of affectioa for B , warmly 
opposed his lordship, and went so far 

a3 to hint, that the latter would not de^ 
rive much advantage, in any respect, 

from a comparison with her lover. 



The arguments of the earl and Stella 
being immaterial to the main point of 
our design^ we sball re&ua firom rdat^ 
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ing them> and barely state^ tha); tbe 
Whole party retired to their chambers 
at a seasonable hour. 



It is, however, requisite to beob- 
served, that the apartment assigned to 
his lordship, and which was situated 
in' the front of the house, had, till that 
night, been occupied by Stella, who, 
. in order to accommodate the eari, 
was removed' to a room inferior to it 
in size, decorations, &c. 



Scarcely had the morning dawned, 
before Lord Marchmont, with his night* 
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cap on, put his head out of the window, 
^ and looking anxiously about for some 
time, at length descried the unsuspect- 
ing lieutenant coming towards the 
house. 



. \ 



B — ^ was aware of the room in 

which his lordship then was, having 

been that of Stella, for, from the op- 
posite side of the street, he had more 

than once beheld her^^ unclosing the 

shutters. 



To those windows then he first di- 
rected his attention ; but great was his 



1. 
t- 
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carprise on seeing a man hastily draw 
in his head ! 



At first, he imagined his eyes de- 
ceived him ; but, on looking again, he 
plainly perceived Lord Marchmont 
shutting the window, and retiring 
£rom it» 



Almost fainting from the effects of 
surprise, indignation, and maddening 
jealousy, he leaned against a post, de- 
termining on knocking at the door, and 
makiiig known the discovery which he 
supposed he bad made ; but before he 



• • • 1 



91 



could collect sufficient strength to e£> 
feet his purpofie, he who had given rise 
to his agitation^ appeared at the hall* 
door^ about to quit the house of 
Wilkins. 



The person who let him out, was 
seemingly endeavouring to conceal hen- 
self, but the lieutenant was soon well 
convinced that the clothes she wore, 
were those which Stella had on during 
the preceding evening. 



This was confirmation of his sur^ 
mises *' strong as holj writ ^" and, wil 



an almost bursting hearty he witnessed 
an apparently rapturous embrace, be^ 
stowed. by his lordship on the fair de.*- 
ceiver, before she closed the door. 



The reader will probably guess that 
it was not Stella who acted a part in 
this iscene, but the treacherous, servant 
of Wilkins, attired . in the clothes of 
the much-wronged girl. 



Lord Marchmout now thinking his 
scheme completely accomplished^ was 
proceeding at a brisk pace» when the 
Hirretched lieutenant rushed upon him. 
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and seizing him with a powerful arm, 
threatened to tear him piece-meal^ un- 
less he acknowledged what were the 
origin and nature of his connexion 
with the person from whom he had just 
parted. 



Before Lord Marchmont could reply, 
M. de F , and a few of his lord- 
ship's dependants, who were stationed 

at a convenient distance, ran to the 

I. 

aid of their master, and quickly re- 
leased him from the gripe of the en- 
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raged lieutenant ; then covering his re« 
treatj the in»diou& nobleman soon got 
beyond the reach of his unhappy 
opponent. 



The lover overcome by the vreight 
of his feelings^ found himself unable 
to pursue the destroyer of his.peace^ 
and equally unable to determine what 
ittep he should nest take. 



At first, he fought of upbraiding 
Stella with her supposed ciimini^y j 



i , 
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but that idea soon gave way to indig- 
nation^ and a certain aegree of honest 
pride^ which, by rendering him desi- 
rous of concealing his sufferings from 
his deceitful mistress, as he supposed 
her, prevejited an interview which 
inight, in ail probability, have brought 
about an explanation equally advan- 
tageous to both him' and the calum- 
niated SteUa. 



He, therefore, returned to his mo- 
ther's house, and wrote a note couched 



. ^ 



96 

ia the follawing terms, wludi be seot 
with the utmost di^otdito Stefla, pat- 
ting into inmiediate effisct the resola^ 
tion expressed in it. 






CHAPTER Vr. 



Conclusion of Stella's Story. 



TO MISS 



€€ 



Madarn^ 



** 1 HAVE been an eye witness to 
ycmr unparalleled duplicity and dep: 



^^7 S you cannot be at a loss to com* 
prebend the meaning of my allusion ; 
you and I meet no mor&-H¥hile you 
peruse this I am on my way to JR>rt^ 
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monthy where I shall join my ship, 
and in the thander of war endeavour 
to forget her who is wholly undeserv- 
ing of possessing a place in the recol- 
lection of 



G. B ." 



The situation of Stella on receiving 
this epistle may more easily be con- 
ceived than described, if any thin^p 
could increase its horror it was the 
perusal of one which was, immediately 
after its receipt, put into the hands of 
Mr. Wilkinis, by a domestic of Lord 
Marchmont. It ran thus — *• Sir, you 



L. 



\ 
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were, no doubt, surprised by my quit- 
ting your house at so early an hour 
this morning. Delicacy for the repu- 
tation of a female under your protec- 
tion, causes me at present to refrain 
from entering into an explanation of 
my reasons for so doing. I shall^ how- 
ever, avail myself of an early opportu^ 
nity to call at your house *and con- 
verse with you upon a subject which 
I am unwilling t6 trust to paper. 
" I am, Sir, 

** Yours,- &c. 

** MARdHMONT.'- 



F2 



*.> 
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Mr. WUkins swallowed the bait, the 

* 

evidence of the two letters in proof 
of Stella's criminality coold not be 
donbted hj snch a man» and with 
more prematnreness Uian humanity, 
be ordered the unhappy subject of his 
lordship's machinations to quit his 
house. It was in Tain that Stella en* 
deavoured to vindicate her character 
from the foul aspersions cast upon it ; 
her worthless relation would not listen 
to her, he thrust her out of doors and 
left her a helplera bark at the mercy 
ofthe winds of adversity. 
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In the interim his lordship's trusty 
agent was not idle^ he had learned the 
character of Wilkins,, and anticipated 
the event which took place. Having 
taken his station near the mansion pf 
the wine merchant, he beheld Stella 
issue from it, evincing in her appear- 
ance the anguish that wrung her soul : 

« 

he approached his destined victim, and 
with' an assumed air of benevolence 
and pity, tenderly enquired into the 
cause of her distress. 



Stella was. unable to reply, she had 
not. resolved upon what course' she 
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should take; the dignity of oflFended 
virtue would not permit her to pro- 
ceed to the Jiouse of Lieutenant 

B 's mother in order to danand 

an explanation, and to Lord March- 
mpnt's she had even more potent rea- 
sons for not turning for a similar 
purpose, 



'• • 



The conversation which ensued be- 
tween M. de F . ■■■ ■ and poor Stella 
we shall forbear from ri^capitulating, 
and merely content ourselves with 
stating that the Frenchman acted hid 
part so welly tt^at he obtained the un- 
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suspecting girl^s confidence^ and per- 
suaded her he was a respectable mer« 
chant who would undertake to see 
justice done her. Having thus pre<- 
yaited upon her to trust herself to his 
protectMj^ promising that he wQtdd 

introduce her into the society of hi9 
wife and daughters, he procured a 
hackney-coach, and conveyed his prize 
to the house of Lord Marchn[K>nt. 



\ 



Here, three ladies of easy virtue 
were in readiness to personate the wife 
and daughters of Monsieur, whose 
plans they so well seconded, that Stella 
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herself to have obtaioed the 
friendship of a very wordij man. 



She soon, however, discovered her 
error. It is true that she remained 
luimolested daring one mg^^lHih tbe 
amiable family. 



Lord Marchmont had not hitherto 
made his appearance, and the decep- 
tion was admirably supported : but on 
the following morning, under pretence 
of conveying her to Portsmouth, there 

to explain to Lieutcaiant B every 

thing relating to the late misunder* 



%. 
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standing, which M. de F- assured - 

her was the only mode of bringing 
matters to a favourable issue, Stella was 
persuaded to enter a post-chaise> which 
carried her to. an estate of Lord March- - 
mont, situated in Scotland* 



^•.■. 



The deceived SteUa., oii her arrival 
at Dv — ^ml — ^iH— g> the estate alluded 
to, soon learned the reality of her situ- 
ation. We shall not attempt a descrip- 
tion of her feelings, nor the indignar 
tion and horror which she evinced on 
})eing received by Lord Marchmont^. 
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wfao^ after a few consolatoiy obsenra* 
tioDs^ informed her^ that she need nbt 
expect again to see her lover^ he hay« 
iDg sailed from Portsmouth on the very 
oay that she left Londcm. 



He then patched up an apologetic 
oration for his late conduct^ which he 
delivered with ^ due emphasis and due 
discretion;" and concluded^ by stating 
the excess of his passion for her^ and 
making her such offers as he supposed 
no feniale could withstand the force of; 

» 

but Stella not only refused to accede to 
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his propositions^ but treated them withr 
the utmost cotitempt. 



Hoping that, by allowing her time 
to reflect, she might be induced to .al- 
ter her first resolve, and lend a more 
willing ear to his yoffH, he; absented 
himself for a day or two ; but, pre- 
viously to his departure, recommended 
the unfortunate girl to inspect , tl^ 
house, gardens, &c.- which^ in case she 
would yield to his will, he promised 
should be settled upon her for life. 



To any other than one who possess- 
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ad the virtuous principles of Stella^ the 
proposition might have appeared too 
splendid to be rejected. 



Dr — ^ml — ^n — g is one of the finest 

■ 

pj^fku^es in Scotland. It is situated in 
the midst of a wild uncultivat^ couii* 
try \ so that it may be compared to a 
diamond^ set round with pebbles. 



The building is finished on a plan 
well contrived : it is in a square form> 
with a tower rising from each comer, 
besides which there are twenty small 
turrets. 



% 
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All the apartments are furnished in 
the most elegant manner^ and the 
rooms hung with rich tapestry. The 
galleries are adorned with many fine 
paintings^ particularly the most illus- 
trious persons of the family of Doub- 
lass^ Lord Marchmont's being one of 
its collateral branches. 



The gardens are finely adorned with 
grottos^ water-works, terrace-walks, 
and summer-houses. There is also a 
plantation of oaks along the banks of 
then — th, which extends six miles xsi 
length, and has a beautiful appearance. 



V • 
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This noUeand iii^;nificeiit stmctnre 
was founded by the first Duke of Quiz, 
one of the greatest noUemen that CTer 
condacted the affairs of Scotland. 



He had^ considerable hand in pro- 
moting the revolntion, and daring the 
reign of King William^ he enjoyed 
some of the greatest offices of state. 



It was by his influence that the par- 
liament of Scotland agreed to the Ha- 
noverian settlement^ and he managed 
the affairs of state with so much pru- 
dence^ that the two kingdcHte. were 



% 
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united without any other disturbance 
than a protest, sigpied by some disGOUi- 
tented lords, who afterwards joined in 
the rebellion of 1715. 



He was created Duke of Jtover, in 
England, and died, full of age and ho- 
nours, in 171 9. 



Well may we exclaim, on perusing 
the foregoing account of the person to 
whom this palace once^ appertained, 
and of whom w^ deemed it not wholly 
irrdevant to our subject to say some- 
thing, *^ Virtues are not hereditary]'* 
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and Sony are we to add^ that the ha- 
bitation which originaDjr bdooged to 
so great a man as the fiist Doke di 
Quiz, shoold, by the unworthy inhe- 
ritor of his title and estates, be con-, 
verted into a brothel, and become the 
scene of such consummate villainy, 
as has scarcely been equalled, and, we 
believe, never surpassed. 



While Lord Marchmont was absent, 
Stella was closely watghed by M. de 
F , who, although she testified the 
utmost abhorrence for the part he had 
taken in the treacherous plan laid to 



i'. 
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entrap her, exhausted all the concilia-^ 
tory language and fawning manners of 
his nationi to place himself once more 
ui her good graces. , ' 



He assured her, that his lordship's 
intentions towards her were of the^most 
liberal kind ;--«^that he was dying for 
her,^-could not live, exist without 
her ; — ^that he was the best of men, the 
most constant sWain, &c. &c. 



All, however, jvas ineffectual : vir- 
tue reigned paramount in the mind of 
Stella; and ^e dismissed the syco- 



<^v 



s 
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phant with expressions replete 
the utmost detestation. 



4 



J, 



Oq the earl's retam to his ^palace 
of pleasuret'* he found Stella pale^ lan- 
guid^ bathed in tears^ and seemingly 
determined rather to forfeit existence, 
than that title which alone renders wo- 
man estimable. 



In order to gratify his wishes^ stra* 
tagem appeared to Lord Marchmont 
to be now his dernier resort ; and ac- 
cordingly, at the instigation of his con- 
fidant, he endeavoured to procure for 



^ 
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the victim of his lawless passion^ those 
lumbers which she seemed so much 
to ^and in need of. 



In a glass of wine^ which she was 
prevailed upon to take, the Frenchman 

infused a strong opiate : this had the 

intended effect. 



As soon as it sufficiently operated,* 
the unfortunate girl was conveyed to 
bed ; and on awaking, sl^e found her- 
self in the arms of Lord Marchmont. 



Her horror, confusion, and distrac* 
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tion, on first being aware of her situ- 
ation^ exceed the powers of descrip* 
tion. She sank into a state of insensi- 
biljty, from which she was recovered 
by the aid of powerful restoratives; 
but quickly relapsed again^ and conti- 
nued alternately faintinjy; and recovering 
for the space of some hours. 



To accompany the ill-fated Stella 
through every stage of her agony, we 
deem it unntK^essary : suffice it to 
state, that despairing of escaping from' 
the fangs of him who had accomplish- 
ed her tain ; conscious that, from what 



'^ 
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bad occurred, she never could become 
the wife of Lieutenant B ■ ; con- 
vinced that she had no relation to 

ft 

whom she could fly for refuge^ in 
case she were once more at liberty: 
under all these circumstances, we say, 
she took the broad path of vic^ and 
though she did not esteem his lordiAip, 
became, for a certain period, his avow- 
ed mistress. 



As it .most frequently happens m 
such cases, possession soon cloyed the 
appetite of Lord Marchmont, who had 
already begnn to forma plim for g^t- 
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ft 

ting rid of her whom he had been the 
means of degrading in the eyes of 
the world, when an unforeseen event 
brought about what he so much de- 
sired. 



For nearly two winters had Stella 
graced his lordship's phaeton^ and in 
' Ahe splendour of her appearance, and 
beauty of her person/ as well as mo- 
desty of her demeanour, eclipsed all 
the other luminaries of the Cyprian 
firmament. 




melancholy would some- 
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times overcast those features which ap- 
peared to have been formeci iFor the 
seat of smiles, and that reflection of 
the most galling kind would occasion* 
ally find its way into her imagination^ 
in spite of the efforts used by her to 
prevent the approach of the. intruder. 



She frequented every place of pub- 
Ifcentertainment, and apparently en«- 
joyed as much pleasure as the heart of 
woman could pant for. i 



About the time that Lord March- 
nont began to form the resoljutUai. ot* 
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which we have already spoken, his 
conduct towards Stella underwent so 
visible a change, that she could not 
£eu1 of perceiving it. 



His manners became cold, his car 
resses constrained : he no Icmger seem- 
ed to regard her as a being whose pre- 
sence was essential to his hs^piness. 






In short, her eyes were opened to 
the reality of the situation in . whi^ 
she stood. 




rBeport, that basy-n>ody, continualI|^ 
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on the wing, had already whispered, 
that the envied and admired Stella was 
about to become what is technically 
termed a cast^ff^ and many of the gal- 
lants of the day began to present her 
with biddings for the reversion of her 
charms. 



The last night that ever Stella graced 
the opera-box of Lord Marchmont, 
no less than three biUets djoux of the 

■ 

aforementioned description were placed 
in her hand, with tender pressures ; one 
of which, it is said, was from the 
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r — y — ^l finger? of the late;I>u!lQe of 



Stella, &tigiied by the repetition of 
an opera which she had attended at least 
half a dozen times before^ ixomediatdy 







* This r — y— I personage cots a very distin* 
gaished figure in the litt of British gallants. He 

.|Ott«imptecl to seduce the Honoanible Miss L- t^ y 

\..'--' •■■•*' 

sifllto to lioiid ,C-^^-tom who c(M|f>dled . hip 
highness to do justiqe to' that lady by jv^^erryipg 
her.. The latter nerer appeared at court sulMe* 
quent to her nuptials. 
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on her return tp the house of ber pro* 
teetoi:^ retired to rest. 



/ . 



Aliout twelve the foliowfiig day, :she 
arose, and casting her languid eyes 
oyer the miserable scrawls of titled de« 
bauchees, threw them upon the tea* 
table, with a sigh, which seemed to 
originate as much /ro^i weariness c^ 
the life to which sha was condemned, 
, as from disgust for |iie indelicate over- 
tures that those billets contained. 



€€ 



Alas!" fought she, <*had B- 



not prematurely credited appearancesj 

G a 
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— ^had he bat heard me, I shofuld not 
now be exposed to the firowns <^ for- 
tune, and the onmanly attacks of those 
for whom birth, interest, or wealth, 
procure coronets; but who, in every 
other respect, are inferior to the rest of 
the human creation/' 



As she spoke thus, she took up a 
newspaper of the day, in which the 
first paragraph that met her eye, ran 
as follows: — 



" /On the-^ instant, a gallant ac- 
tion took place between his Majesty^s 
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iihip i and a French ship of war, 

in which the former was victorious. 



" After twenty minutes hard fight- 
ing, the Frenchman struck, and has' 
since been brought into Portsmouth by 
the captors. 



€€ 



In point of number, the loss upon 
our side was inconsiderable; but in 
Lieutenant G. B— — , who was killed 
by a cannon-bail, at .the commence- 
ment of the engagement, the navy has 
suffered a deprivation of as g^tSant an. 
officer as ever trod the deck.'* "^ t 
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It was Stella's lover to whom the 
latter rpart of the paragraph refinred,^ 
and scarcely had she read it, ere the 
fiital paper dropped from her uniienred 
hands, smd she sank senseless iqKm the 
floon 



The noise occEksioned by her £dl was 
beard by the servant in attendance^ 
who ran to her succour, and having 
called in aid, succeeded in restoring 
animation to the unhappy Stella. . " 

]|^ev; intellects were nevertheless de« 
ranged, a ndisfortune which was not 
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temporary > for, in the course of a 
few days, it was found necessary to re- 
move her to a priyate madhouse, in 
the neighbourhood of Somers* Town, 
where, at the expence of her sedili^ 
she remained till within the last eleven 
years, prjor to the commencement of 
which period, her mortal career was . 
terminated by the destroying hand, 
wbpse ravages make no distinction be 
tween.the peasant and the prince^ 



We have only to ^d, that the greater 
part of Stella's affecting little history, 
wa3 collected from conversations had 



. . 1* 
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with her doring her hicid internlss 
and^ we trnst, that in giving the sob- 
stance of them^ we hare nought ex- 
tenoated* 



t 
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CHAPTER V* 



S turns Quaker, 



THE next amour in which Lord 
Marchmont displayed his ingenuity, 
or, more properly speaking, the apti- 
tude wjth which he put into effect the 

lessons of M. de F , occurred 

shortly after the issue of that .with the 
iU-fated Stella. ' ' ' ' 

Oifv 
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Did not narrative require so much of 
our attention^ we mieht here make an 
appeal to ihe feelings of those liber- 
tines^ who, while they behold traits in 
the character of a British peer, that 
would reflect disgrace upon that of an 
untutored African, are foUowins: his 
footsteps, and perhaps hare it in con- 
templation to rob an innocent female 
of her dearest treasure, and plunge 
her, and those to whom she is related, 
into an abyss of degradation and grief; 
— ^to such yomig men, we say, a few 
words might now with propriety be 
addressed, iq order to induce them to 
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pause ere they eommit a crime^ whfcli 
will afford them a momentary gratifi^ 
cation^ "but which will embitter their 
lati^t moments^ and destroy the hap^ 
piness of the part of the community 
that instinct impels mab to protect 
and cherish* 



However^ as we have already d> 
served, it is not in our power to mo* 
ralize, and at the same time do justice 
to our subject^ we shall> therefore^ 
without fiirther digressi(m> proceed to 
state the circumstaoces of the second ' 
seduetiwfiat of our hero. 



•v.- 
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It is seldom that any of the starched 
/ people called Quakers, become so 
pliant as to yield to the unruly desires 
of the profligate part of the vain world; 
but it more rarely happens, that there 
is any general rule without an excep* 
tion. The affair between Lord March- 
mont and one of the family of Simon 
Pure, upon whom we shall bestow the 
name of Sarah, fully proves the truth 
of this remarks 



Sarah's father was the stiffest of tiijt 
stiff members of the conventicle, and 
she herself was not permitted even to 
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look upon the male part of the crea- 
tion, while walking from her worthy 
sire's habitation^ in Bishopsgate-street, 
to the neighbouring meeting-house^ 
which excursion performed by her once 
in a wedc, might be termed the jsxtent 
of her travels. 




Short, however, as it was, she did 
not escape the' eyes of those mo 
Argi, vulgarly called panders> 
parade the streets of both ends of the 
^j|hvn, for the laudable purposes of lay? 
ing snares for the innocent of one sex^ 
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or starting game for the deprared and 
opulent id the othen 



M» de F -^ that trusty s^eat, re- 
tained in his service two or three of the 
aforesaid gentlemen, tfirough whose 
means he was enabled to provide his 
noble employers with the choicest ^Is 
that the metropolis afforded. 



One of M. de F 's scouts en- 

countered Sarah in the course of his 
perambulations^ and having doggod 
Ker home^ and made a catalogue of 
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her personal perfections, he presented 
it to Monsieur. 



^* Flaxen hair^ light blue eyes, sweet 

moutilK divine teeth, charming chin, 

.' ' . i, 

neat |wrm '' " She shall replace 

Stella,^^'j|aid the Frenchman, when his 
deputy had got thus far.—" She must 
"be a divine creature. — ^My lord shall 
hear of her." 

^^o sooner said than done ; and no 
ler was the commuiiication madel 
his lordship, than it was determined 
to commence the siege, and to carry 
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the place^ eitber hy^ stralagem or 
ftorm. 



PrerioQsljr to commenciiig the ope- 
rations, his lordship very wiseljr sog- 
gested, that it would be necessaiy for 
him to see the object, for obtaining^ 
which he was aboot to ,make such 
efforts. 



This was easily effected, and Lord 
Marchmont was much fescins^ed on 
beholding Sarah, as a man of his dis- 
position possibly could be. 



I 
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The Quaker's habitation was recon<^ 
noitred^ and an* old female domeistic^ 
the only one belonging to the family, 
attempted to be brought over to the 
side of the besiegers ; but the former 
was Cound t6 be impregnable on every 
side, and the latter deaf to all the 
smooth speeches, and not to be cor- 
rupted by the pecuniary offers of de 
F-' — 's myrmidons. 



What was to be done? — My lord 
swore he would have the girl: the 
Frenchman swore he should have her : 
and although some persons woidd not 
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giv6 a fig for the oath of either^ they 
quickly ^et about finding means to 
escape the accusation of perjury. 

The conventicle seemed a likely 
place to afford scope for t'he exertion 
of their brilliant talents, and thither 
the Frenchman rq>aired upon a certain 
Sunday. 



At their usual hour, Sarah, her fa. 
ther, and mother, made their appear- 
auce within the hallowed walls of the 
meeting-house, and were immediately 
toco^iz^ by M. de F-*^-*-^ who to(d: 
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especial care to sit close to old braad 
brim^ and 'to testify such inarks of ad-* 
miration at the discourse of One oi&^he 
brethren, whom the spirit iiioved to 
preach, as could not be oVeriiooked by* 
his nestt neighbour. 

As soon as the conventicle broke up^ 
Monsieur eagerly demanded of the 
latter Wh^n it would iheet i^in, kad 
being adiswcred, **Ob the fc^wmg 
Sunday, friend,*' he ekpf^BseA hisin* 
tention of attending u^n thai day. 



** Tben thbu jftrt attached -to t>tir' 
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Md,'' rgoiiBed the (^nkcr. M< 
iMwrfw^ ia the affiimatifc^ and moon- 
vowtioa ensoeA^ which waftqiomitrd 

by the Quaker^s inntiog M. de F 

to dine with him oo the succeeding 
dajr, no doubt widi the pious design 
of making a complete con¥eit of the 
latter. 



It is hardly necessary to mention, 

diat the delighted de F complied 

with the invitation. He was neverthe- 
less cbagriDed to find that Sarah did 
not make her appearance during his 
risit. Still he did not despafifj but 
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with that species of ingenuity peculiar 
to his countrymen^ laid the foundation 
of the scheme, which, in the end, ac- 
complished his aim. 



For this purpose, he mentioned to 
the duaker, that the first visitation of 
the spirit had been made to him 
through the medium of a young man 
of thfe Society of Friends, who had 
just come up from the country, with 
the design of obtaining a situation in 
a respectable family of his own per- 
suasion. 
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Our readers will easily surmise what 

was the substance of the rest of the 

» • 

conversation. Monsieur prevailed upon 
his new acquaintance^ who was in 
trade^ to take the young Quaker into 
his employment, and Lord March* 
mont, equipped in a drab coat, waist* 
coat, and breeches, a smooth wig, and 
a broad-brimmed beaver, proceeded, 
. on the following day, in compaoy wit^ 
his worthy friend, to the house of the 
Quaker, by whom he was engaged as 
jbooHrkeeper, at a moderate salary* 



His lordship, seconded by his intro* 
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ducer, endeavoured to prevail upon 
the Quaker to assign him a chamber 
in his house, |>acking his request by 
saying, tliat he was anxious to avoid 
the snares to which his virtue might he 
exposed by any sort of connexion with 
those who had not the supreme felicity 
of being ranked among the number of 
the faithful. 
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